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Q.—Then these fire escapes lead from the DewWay | opyping of the place, 1 respectfully réport: Name . §2000, Of the same bureau in | to puy taxes. pay? A.—Ves, |f we make too many exemptions,
\ g T ym which thera ralyd . e L 3 ® | by twa discharges, $2.000 s M " . SR bloek wou come down to the
WES N0 CECADE BXC au ":qupmﬂmu place, respectable and_of good char- | The Bronx, $.200; Breoklyn, 87400 ‘4“"““"-3’:‘;":“' Q._:M;r_t in that way you got ssme while you losa | @.—1f you make too many exemptions, yes, and | o 0 tpoge ordlm;ry brizk bulldings in Anc-st. and
Acter, olds llquor tax certificate No. 88 1= 1t & | pureay of Markets, Incrense of salarios, $L.3%; In- | many, don't you? A —Yes, If ¥ou leave out peraons that aught to be personally Fulton-st,, lylng between the St Paul Bullding

a fire invoived the Dewey Theatre
How could those fire-
any practical use? A -1

Q —8upposing
and two houses adinining

escapes and ladders be of
ey would be of any uee.

proper place 1o be g0 licenged? Yes' There Is
alg0 the application of Sulllvan & Kraus for a
leense to glve vocal and Instrumental concerts,
and to sell ales, wines and beers during such per-
formnnces, ng provided by Sectlon 1,458 of Chupter

crease for new appointments, 17,850, showing that
in the Department of Finance the increage In

salarios is only 82475, and the Increase for new
and the

Q. —And you loge some who ought to pay a tax
that raises a burden on all other taxpayers, both
renl and personal, does It not? A.—That is on the
astm:m_}'ll'lnn that you lage some that ought to pay.

Q.—That |&8 what 1 nniv'.' A.—Of couras.
on

taxed, then the tax rate Is Increased? A.—Yes.
Q.~Then you must have, as a publlic ofMcial, a
realization of your duty to the community, and to
the individuals when you ara making those asseas-
ments? A.—There are relative colloctions, of courae,

and the Bennett Rullding, are assensed at various
flires ranging from 83 1.3 per cent, 47 per Cent and
a fraction, 48 per cent and a traction, @ per cent

gouldn't see hOw o 1 1 Iy $SR9,730,
ous court around the bullding? | 875 of the Laws of 1837, The Indorsement fis appolntments on il salaries —I put the assumpt in my question? A.—Of | That hag nothing to do with our assessments, 51 p ent; the brick bulldin
Q‘".I’ “.“" ANF- QRO COHFLRY JGranted May 1st, 1800, ta May 1st, 1000; fo%-, | deduetions by Adlscharges and reductions are §7.600, ;-{S.rao. : e b ’ * £ Q'?—[_‘N\ you nnl;l ave In )fnuhr mind a conception of s frnc;iofl:lu?lr:ll‘ :1‘:0:‘.: Irr::‘rmze-l from 33 to E
A.—No, sir. el & W, and there I8 not attached fo these JADETS & | mpo cpatrmon—1 understand that these ncreases Now. then, we coms back to the original | thé importance of your function which furnishes | On Ann an - v Paal Bullding W e
Q-Did you examine the exits marked on the | certificate from the Superintendent of the Bullding | . "ooor and above those that were in force In | proposition. If Ifﬂur assessars of the personal tax | the means bi,-; which the hand of the qugmhorer nearly 52 per cent; the 8t Paul Lull
programme? A.—Yes sir; 1 loaked, Department | These various boroughs as (h:y were originally. ¥ystem. from favoritism, from Ignorance, from | goes Into the pocket of the taxpayer: A.~0f | oreased 331-8 per cent, which seems out af all pros
Dl you find that soms of the exits marked | 2 Mg-a-h!r. Goodman. | YNy Mose—These are (ncrenses with the force on | aversight, from corruption or for any other res- | course. in the sense that we know what will ba rtion to these Fulion and Ann st. bulldings: e
Q 3 S 4 - N7 A—Yes M Soaman sWOLn: which they staried on January 1, 188, son whatsaever, fall o include in the “persanal’ | tha consequences of our act, b 5 t. and the
bn the programme did not exist at aliz A=255 ir. Moss—You are a member of the Board of | “qj o Chyjeman—Over the force that was in ex- | list, men who ought to pay, then the burden s Q.—Do you porform iﬂur Autles with due refer- | Knox Bullding is increased & 1-7 per cent, aa
sir; that la in the case of the stalrway. The exits Ah.nr{nﬂn. You sir : | istence in the varlous horoughs nreviously? raised on the whole community? A.—Surely. ence 1o the rights of the Individual me" own- | National Park Bank bullding remains just where it
arked above the stairway do not exist aoict Shink it wae fn Noveniber Inst you futecs | Mr. Moss—Yeni thac 18 what ¥ oy or, the tn- | "Qr—Burely? And sa the critical point where the | ers? A—We have not consldered the rights of | o 9" A _rhat shows—
duced a irn. oﬁulmn 1o Inquire Into the subject of | erenice since the first of January, eitizen Is Interested s In the men and in the sys- | Property owners, In #o far ns the realty is con- R i I put; assumo 159
DUMMY LXITS MARKED. bl Al Is olty? A—Yes, sir = e N man_You have A tabulnted statement | tem by which the tax i originally assessed? A.— | cerned. Pm?\_“'"? s _the °'“i" assessable basis in | Q.-—Now, take the question & PUt: S50
A o ; ?I'I\;:r‘f: e you coples of that resolution? A1 showine that the Finance 1).-‘pnrt'n‘!‘t-]11‘“l Inereased ok 5 4 o m?lr'i\tlt;} er]nlfm.ln.;\o:mlork. and Individual owners are | __ ,v. pasis—is pot the assessment of that one
- ; - 4 S : b 1 — - & g . 1
The Chalrman—Were they numbered on that | Mr Mose—Where is the clerk of the Board of ek MI:\‘{‘” ‘{Iﬂ; SRPRNEY B M S5 m?til !lhi'-l k'n"of—'ka‘;‘lh‘:gw;ﬂbwrintnh}:yl#ﬁi.l:-l.su;]', é‘c‘n::r:!: Q.—Atter all this testimony, T will ask you what | block a glaring example of monstrous 5"“-“"‘_""""
programme? A —Ves, sir; marked “Exits.” Al‘e:it-rmnno | g}: -“::‘,’,;M'I_'_"-m say that ls above the salaries | (t? A, —Yes. you think, as the head of the Tax Department | A —That shows where your assumption is false.
Q.—Not numbered? A—No, §ir. i:r' {m.k.-_mgm here. sir. ) e iU 16 January 1. {808, the lnoreasea’ Q=You put it on by an arbitrary net in your what you can say hare, testifying to the truth in = XPLAINS
== S . Mr. Moss—Have you the resolution P Ploss_The subpeni caiied—— best Judgment? A.—Thera 18 nothing arbitrary the witness chalr. that will prejudice the rights of MR. FEITNER EXP N8,
Mr. Moss—You cut that disgram from & pro Mr. Rlake—1 have Mr. Moss 'Thrf iy be a mistake, ¥ would | abaut it. the city in the matier of tax litigation. How im it
occaston when you Mr. Moas—Let me have {t, please. Mr Huﬁmnnh—o“ ;"_n Y be called to explain how possible for you, sitting here. telling the truth | q_Where ia it false? A—The Park Bank Bulld=

gramme which was In use on an
were there, did you? A—Yeg sir.

Q.—That 1a & regular programme dlagrdm? A.—
Yes, gir

Q-—And you say that exis marked on that dia-
gram, 10 which the atiention of the patrons is thus
directed, do not exist? A —Np, slr, except the
stairway. 1 suppose that It {s what they meant.

Q.—An ordinary stalrway? A.—An ordinary stalr-

Mr. Blake—This la part of our records. The reso-
lution i& here with the records: will that do for you?
Mr. Mosg—Yes. Suppose you coms rignt through

T will call you asf a witneas,
BURIED IN COMMITTER.
M. F. BLAKE, CLERK OF THE ALDERMEN,
RELATES FATE OF TAX RESOLUTION,
Michael F. Blake sworn.

suggest that t
these Increases have
Mr. Moss—I will do
M‘\rl'r.)illﬁrfm:m-- This will go into the publie annti
and 1 don't know whether it can be ccmtru:'-l.le
in the same mannesr thit this statement will go

| forth at the present time.
| EXPLANATIONS WILL R HEARD.

b oss—1 am glving the tabulation as given to
m.\-"t'wmth» drrmrtrﬂanu, and 1 certainly shall call

een made,
wn; but 1 have not got to that

to make these ax-

| nothing to pr

@ =1t 1& an Initlal aet golng forth bfy {onr own
wer, lsn't 1t? A.—No; it Is the act of 1

n his judgment

this committes

am sp

e deputy
here to

Now, I want to protest

ing of your Department; there is
test against. A I don’t want ¥ou
to Insinuate by veur questions that we act arbl-
Igur.‘.l{: and it {sn't falr In behalf of the city of
New-York that he should make such suggestive
queations as that. and put It on the record that our
nets are arbiteary he courts will not sustaln
arbitrary acts on the part of deputies

Q—That 1a right, and I say that the act itselt—

you have conducted your depart-
fmagine that It will l.ll'l]illﬂ,
aea

about the way
mént—how ean you
affect the Interests of the city? A.—I think
one point, If not more than one, which, If brnu!'ht
out on this investigation, may be prejudlicial to the
clty.

Q~—~What 18 that? A.—The presumption in your
statement and legal proposition of yesterday that
the taxpaver has no remedy, practically, In court
over the judgment of the assessor under those de-
clslons.

Ing is & bank bullding, and the Department, in
the past, by almost the consent of banks, allowed—=
put asseasments upon pbank bulldings, deposit-bank
bulldings, higher than other real estate, becauss
it made no difference to them In the result, as in
the assessment of thelr share stock to their shares
holders they have the deduction of the assessed
value of thelr real estate, Now, we have not taken
that eondition into consideration, and we go oD

way. "
: : he heads of thess depsriments A—It} : and fairly this year,
Q.—DIA you find tha! any of the axita ware biind A}lr Mosa—Yau are the clerk of the Board of 1M Undoubiedly some of these will be ex- ~It s n matter of judgment, Q.—Except in cases of Inequality? A —Bxcept In assessing everything equitably and fairly .
. > W Idermen? A, —Yes, sir. planations. nidoubiedly w ay L Q11 18 a matter of judgment, to be aure, but it % ' : P
exits leading up against walls? A Well, them Is Q—~Have you ‘;Irm!urw.i The - Fecolibion. abatit Plained by various reasons: thit Is falr to Ay i this—when vou hm.',’m:'h‘ that judgment, upon | cAses of Inequality. and that refers, you will find, to the Park Banle
w0 reporta these In- | the rensons which are In your own mind, illuml- Q.—Yes. A.—Now, I go further than that, and I Bullding.

the ones [ am speaking of

Q.~Thase are the ones you speak of? A —Yea,
ir.

Q—What did you obeerve about the statrways?
A.—Well, the stalrways are bullt of wood.

Q. —Were there any wooden supports under the
galleries? A —On the top gallery

Q—0n the top gallery there were wooden sup-

which 1 have just asked Alderman Goodman? A.—I
have vroduced it In response to a subpena duces
teauml whilch 1 recelved
~Lat me gee It (Witness hands re
e el ¥ 58 hands resolution to
Q.—When was this resolttion (ntroduced? A —
'];L:Q-t wis introduced on the first day of November,
-3
Mr. Moss—1 will read the resolutlon:
Whereas, The method of levying and collecting

assessmonts In the oty of New-York differa in

The Department of Finance nl
creasea In the Reglster's office: Register's offien,
general Increase of salary, $320; increase by new ap-
polntments, £ 400; decrease by the discharge of
three men, 89,00, Bureau for the Preservation of
Records, tn Manhattan only, Increase of salarles,
$6.702; Increase by new appointments,  §8,000; de-
duction by dischurge of employes, #8700, Thess fig-

nated from nll the snurces which yon can get lllumi-
natlon from—when vou have got that jud;meni
you reglster the judgment, your Department, don’
you® A —~The deputy does.

() ~The deputy dose. Not on consultation with
the man who ls taxed? A.—Yes, that Is true; not
on consultation.

Q.—You don't consult anybody who Is taxed
when you Iny the tax, but when you have jald the
tax, then that tax stands. You have neted on your

think the Court of Appeals has held that the af-
firmative Is with the assessor whenever an In-
ereass la made. Therefore, the burden 18 upon
the eity tn sustaln {ta assessment, to show some
additionnl reason or condition, We belleve we have
addltional remson: and condittons which justify
this Increase, and we belleve we can sustiln our
nszessments upon that ground

Q.—Now, Mr, Feitner, 1 ask this questlon of yom
upon the basis that we both started together, of
the 1898 valuation, and you sald that on the basim
of the 1888 valuation It would not appear that thera
wera monstrously unequal assesament, Now you
have made your explanation. A.~That |s one lu<

stance.
Q.—One Instanca; let us taks It ns you make it,

poris? A.-Yes, sir. several boroughs, oceaslonin d by the Controfler's offiee, in the
. ha, g diserimination whic ures are furnished by * | fudgment. It stands thers until the taxpayer de- \
Q.—If fire should atiack those v\-n;n‘lm I'UD:“-;T‘::- l'"'{{!{“‘r!ﬂ M‘IJIunfnl:‘: and 4 e Register's deputtment, net from the Register's mrfr.u It or reduces It? A,—That I¢ so, O GIVES HIS CASE AWAY and apply it to the rest of the block. 1t you fne
and the gallery was full of people, they would fall, hereas, Interest exacted hy arrears lkewlss ; . .t o s fturnished for g.—And the mutter resting In your judgment, o 2 L & utlding, on Important Nassaue
varies In one borough from that In mnother, which Omce. There Ar also these figures l Witen Jou have exercised your judgment, and have crease the Bennett B B

wouldn't they? A —Naturally

Q. —Naturally; and how do the maln stalrwayvs of
the bullding come down Into the general entrance—
4o they come down close together? A.—On both
sides.

Q.—Ro that the people coming down ane stalrway
would strike the people coming down the other
stairway, in a panic? A.—A dense crowd, yes, sir.

Q. —And the two streams of people would collide
Mest the

m“mmu instanoes i axcess|ve; therefore,
JResolved, That the Committes on Law and the
Committee on Finance of this Board be and they
are hoteby Instructed to Investigate (his subject
for the ;-ur[\mt- of preparing an vrdinance which
will so change the present system that an absolute
m.lfnrml'ty will_exist throughout the entire terri-
tory of Greater New-York, and also relleve property
t;lv:nnfs from all unreasonnble demands and exac-

ng

“Hesolved, That the sald joint committe 7
public hearings and Invite 11;21-:-10 the g:-j.-:d:orm;ﬁ:

the Mayor's office and the attaches of counsel to the
Aldermen and Clty Clerk’s office, which
are new offices, Incrense of salaries in 4he Mayor's
affice, $1.400; salaries for new employes, .50, In
the Burcan of Licenses, lncrease for new apgpeint-
ments, $10.700; deduction by the discharge of three
men, $8.600.  Attaches and counsel, new appoint-
ments $13,50. Board of Aldermen, $£.90, with a
Jtducﬂnn of $8.40 by the discharge of six em-

Board of

not digeciminuted unequally
Inr taxpayer, then your ju
l#n't {t—eannot be reviewed
That is It

DEPUTIES

s agalnet any particu-
ment |8 lrrevocable,

¥ the courts? A.—

HAVE GREAT FOWER.

Q.—=That Is Jt. 8o that the power o0 Initinte an
assesgment which, when It stands, binds the man
and hind= the property, 18 the important polnt at
}:hl--h the taxpayer's Interest begins, lsn't it? A.—
fea it s,

Q.—Was It that prineiple which you have stated,
which you were afraid to have Introduced? A.—
Yes; that lg one

Q! did not ask you for It. You volunteered it
A.—Your questloning of me would lead up to that.

Q. —You have nlready stated |t. Now, If that s a
thing that s golng to jeopardige ¥ou in your actions,
you have glvan it yourself, A-—You are fencing
one way, and I am trying to tell the truth under

st., only 2 per cent, why do you Inorease the CoMe
mon brick structures on Ann and Fulton ste., oc=
cupled some of them by ple shops, small places—
why did you inerease them from @3 to 50 per cent®
A.—RBecause, In our judgment, it Is an equal asd
sessment.
Q.—Aye, yes, In your judgment it Is an equal

sesament; and when you reglster your Judgme
that that I8 an egual assessment, without consi

ltatlon with the property-owner, that so-called
pér A and the property-owner

fn the lobby in a panie? A —Yes, glir several dep 1ty Clerk’ ~Now, ¥ e, Mr. Felt th 18 no dis-
; pATtMEnts wh e administration, City Clerk's Q. —Now, vou see, Mr. Feltner, there |z no dis 5 v WAy unal assesament stands.
people coming out from the orchestra. the 1w to 16vy nnd ,-“1;:!:$' "::f“‘;ﬁ:::ﬂ”"’“I““"“" ploves of the et $14.000, with a reduction of | position on my purt to put you in an unfalr posi- oath In the hest posstble way, and I am here as o | T2U ‘o: to g0 to the expense of hiring Inwyers u?
Q.~You have observed that the audiences in that | fines, demand intereat, and #6 forth, and oll oihers | Cce: REW appointments, $4,08, ; H e are the head of the Department, and It | eity officer trying 10 sustain the assessments at the | going o court to fight you in couri, and to win !
“I,' (re were crowded st times? A~A fair & who are In any way Interested {n th'e“nrull‘m:.]-l--m'"" 1,750, by the .'schurge of former employes, making | jo pecessary for us to EN on the record the system, | anme time. ﬁe can agalnst an exercise of your judgment and,
sslenlid b : WREES, dks alr audi- “Resolved further, That the Corporation (‘ounse] & total in thoke departments of: Ineroase fn salaries | and that is all 1 have been trying to get at, There Q.—Mr. Feltner, T wlil tell you very frankly what | discretion. A.—That is always the case. It Is not

ence there, ves, #ir

Q—Have you ever known of seats belng rold In
the alsles? A.—I haven't noticed |t

Q. —Have you ever seen firemen In the bullding?
A.—1 seen a fireman in the bullding one day that I
sttended the performance. He was looking out of
the door leading from the stage, the back of the
stage.

Q.~Is thera a fireproof curtain, an asbestos cur-

be and he |& requestad to
# appolnt a re - nilv
of his office 10 !1! and act with our 1-'1.:11—:“:3:‘11;:1‘13
tee and asslet ln preparing an ordinfitice or ordi-
nances pa sei forih, and, if necessary, to prepare o
::{ll 101' blils for introduction in the Leglalnture to
] " () | -
ntrn;-l,n arrying Into effect the object hersin de-
“'Hesolved, aleo, That full stenographi :

s ” t t i ¢ not
faliun at all publie hearlngs, and a% (vzllam;}ot}!t};:
views expressed, suggestions made 3
be reported to this Hoard. " !

and go forth, |

in all 1he departments that T have read, $32,007; in-
crease of salaries for new appolntments, $06US0;
discharges, thirty, and deduetinns by discharges
and reduction of salaries, $HT.H00
MORE PAY, LESS WORK.

The Btreet Cleaning Department has submitted a
report which does not separate the Inerenses by
increase of salary and by new appaintment. Thelr

which any man of good judgment
A.~l want to say

i# nothing In
could differ on that proposition.
what § sald yesterday.

Q.—1 don't mean— A1 wish to say on the
mitter to get it on the record,

Q. —Yes? A—This general questlon that you are
Inquiring into is & matter which will be invalved In
numerous certiorar] proceedings In this great city
next YeAr on our assessments, Now, It seems to
me equitable and falr that the State Leglslature
should not request the oficiale of the city of New-
York to submit thelr testimony broadeast for the

s in my mind. 1 think It Is one of the strangest
propositlons that I ever heard made serlously, that
the head of the Tnx Department should hesitate to
answer questions concerning the way the texes
have boen made, for fear the truth, which you must
assume he will tell, will Injure the department, will
Injure the assessments which he has made and |
ngainst which Individusls are complaining? A~ |
You must remember that we now have extraordi-

here only, It Is all over the country.

Q. —How ean you call that an equill asecesment™
A.—Well, on the assumption that last year's waAs
correct, why, of course, it would not be an Hiull
fssessment this yeur; but we clim, and we will ba
abla to sustaln our claim that the assessments of
this yenr are equal In every respect, and that this
town Is more equally assessed than It ever was
ita history before.

Q.—Mr, Feltner, what 18 the rate per cent of 1n=
crense in the Borough of Manhattan? (The wit
ness looks at some papers.)

| tmin? A~Well. I couldn't tell whether it was as- ADOPTED, BUT HE o total figures show that there was an Increase In | pane of the hundred and odd luwyers who are BNy g - " v ave atat
| bestos, but it appeared to be very thin, T could see y ' HELR TP the expenses of the Department, for labor and | seeking to defeat the justice that ‘we have at. | Nary conditions brought nbout by the Legislature, a\ufbg:‘l? “,“ﬁ;‘.ﬁﬁ‘aﬂf‘frﬁm;ﬁ? r,"‘;;ys,.‘:,:;lu
Q.-Now, Mr. Clerk, please tell us what fs the | wuges, in the clerical department, of $1.785, and for fompted to accomplish in levying assessments in | and we have to meet those extraordinary condl- |  _Three hundred and twenty-seven milllon dole

. the billierd-room and the theatre proper?

the light through It
SETAIRWAYS OF WOOD.
Q—Are the stalrways leading up to the balcony
and the upper gallery of wood? A.—Yes, sir,
Q.—In case of a fire, the people In the theatre
going from the balcony and the orchestra would

present condition of that resolution—where *
A.—The present condition is, it s now in the 1!:1‘:1154
of the Genernl Committee of Low and Finance
but nothing has been done with this resolution
from the time it was pasged.
Q—Was it referred? A —No, it wax adopted
Q.—The resolutlon was adopted? A -1t was
adopted, and In the resolution fteelf a reference is

Jahorers of various grades, an increase of $I51148 45,
The Fire Department shows a reduction in ox-
penars.  Thelr Increase of salary as returned s
$20.%%, and thelr Increase by new appolniments 1a
$5.0®, Thelr reductions amount to $1.700, and thelr
dlscharges amount to #1830 The Commlissloner of

the cliy of New-York at such a eritical time In the
the history, of the greater
1 submit that to the com-

A~It

history, the beginning of
olty of New-York, Now,
mittes,

@.—1 will not violate any proper rinciple.
dossn’t seem to me to be the falr thing,

The Chalrman—We appreclaté your posltion.

The Wiiness—Let me say In answer to that, that

tions.

Q.—Now, Mr. Witnegs, T will ask you this ques-
tlon dlrectly, What have you done as a department
in the laying of assessments, which you are afrald
to tell here on the witness stand for fear It will
enable individual property owners to have thelr

lars, 1 think {ou stated. A -—That I8 in the bore
oughs of Manhattan and The Bronx,
.—The Borough of Manhattan alone s $107.000,«

007 A.—I think it *s, and $0,000.000 for The Hronk
MANHATTAN'S BIG INCREASE,
Q.—Now, that increase of 07000000 in the Bor=

have 10 go down one stalrcase, wouldn't they? A | Called for. You understand; the resolution o ners e we are not In the least anxious to hide anything or | assessments reduced—what Is {t? A.—1 cannot ough of Manhattan was not based entirely upsh
y T A & referen: ' * calls for | Accounts reports in general figures an incrense in 2 : . 1 " cannot an- | . plet noreased fn valus,
The orchestra leads right out even with the door— BICRElIcS | prevent this committee from securing anything. swer that question, w:. 'i?'?“‘;'-“m,‘“ﬂ‘,,'.,-‘.’"i .gmj 'R',l.‘.l :h‘,-r: hulq 1'..-\§ an

would meet the people coming downstalrs,
Q.—There 18 no separate wiy; both the people in

Q —1 understand. The { 7
A= wis adopted. but nothine ¢ Vi¥ adopted?

Q. 1t was referr«d 10 & commitiee? A.- Yés, dir

silaries of §7.600, and an increase by new nppoint-
ments of 37080, 1 shall request different
departments to comply more gtrictly with the terms

these

The f‘lhnlrrnun—Nuhndy has assumed anything of
the kind,
The Witness—No, of*course; but T only want to
put It on the record in that sense.

Q. —Why cun you not answer It? A.~—My own ldea

of pubile peolley in the situation don’t justify me In |

increase of value in that year of &N 00007 A~
It s an equalization case,

Q.—Well, you did not claim that, did you? AnRe

g Q. —And that committee ha h 71 :
the balcony and galleries would get out of the the- | Thit committes has nover acted ¢ 2ored? A= ot (he subpena, and present a complete tabulation | "G Dehan, Mr. Feltner, is It true that there are a answerlng that. | swer my question. You did not claim that therd
atre; they all have to come out by the main en- Q.~Of course, Mr, Clerk, the time for Sthhott just ns soon as the figures can be obtalned, and | conslderable number of procesdings pending in the W.—Have you done anything, Mr. President of the | had been an Incroase in value of $07,00000 (n the

el 4 eourts on the part of persons who have been as- | Borough of Manhattar.? Had there been a boom

trance, which is used by the orchestra people? A.—
Yes

Q.—80 that in a panie In the case of a fire or any-
thing you would have the whole audience jammed
in the lobby? A —Yes, sir,

Q.—IMd you notice the proscenium arch? A.—Yes,

Q. —What was Ita apparent construction? A.—Its
appearance was wood,

Q.=Do twa of the exits lead to these opon ladders
on the roof? A.—Yes, sir; that is, from the top gal-
lery 1 spoke about before, lead out on to the—

Q.~Then, Mr. Witness, the only persons that

ocoupy the top gallery? A.—You ses, there is two
short stairs that lead from the balcony to the top

torium from the stage?
Bir.
Q. —Huw Ia the roof of the theatre covered? A.—

A.~T could not see that,

Q.—Did you observe a bllllard and poolroom ad-
joining the orchestra® A.—Yes, sir; that is, over
the main entrance in the back of the first balcony

Q. —~How s it separated from the thentre® A —
With a wooden partition.

Q.—There is almply a wooden partition hetween
A ~Yes,

to the nssessment of values has passed
You have nothing to do with that, but vo
ﬂ}'{ut wis & fact? A—I have not lnn‘tf, :llc.kg-llll‘:;
that, T will not say I know that as a fact,

Mr. Moss—Very well T will withdraw you now
mﬂ'_t an you stale the committeemen? A1 could

Q.—Btate, Mr. Clerk, as nearly

Yy . & as .
:mESE“T the names of the mn’-mh«r’;ngr ‘t.hr:- ."",’“
mg!eei. -—1 can state the chalrmen of the com-
—Who are they? A —~The eo

Brt‘mrd are called together by memnng:lt]t;;;:"m 'f‘lili:
chairman of the Law Committee I8 George A

32&?‘3‘:}“ chairman of the Finance Committes |s

I suppose

~That will do, Mr. Clerk,

r. Mose—You may go. A~May [ go now?

Mr. Goodman, take the

GOODMAN WAS SNUBBED.
NO REASONS GIVEN TO THE ALDERMAN

have frequently referred to It
Hoard, members of the committes and Jo o of
sion of the Hoard.

Q. —How muny times have you
the open sesslonz of the ard?
that; frequently I have nol in open session refer

referred 1o it

1o it, but I have referred to It once, pr
in & discussion on another matter ':Jnnb:'hii{hm‘;tf:l

iven, and I referred o this as an wnnlogy, ﬂh::r.-

slderable—ta  which conslderable attention

and In Open san-

in
A.~I will rnod:z

will continue to inguire of the heads of the depag-
ments concerning the methods and the reagons for
those inerenwes, Mr. Feitner!

TAX METHODS PROBED,
| COMMISSIONER FEITNER OBIECTS TO CER-
{ TAIN QUESTIONS THAT MR. MOSS

18 ASKING.

Thomns L. Felinér recalled.
The Witness—Mr. Mots, befare you proceed, let
me just say, In relatien to George Gould—you

all. 1 made no point,

The Witness—We anasessed him originally, you

won't be any misu‘weut:nd!nn as one of the
newspaper men called my attention to the fact that
it may go out that the system In New-York 1 con-

Burenu in Washington, 1 had it In my desk about
two months ago, wWas z‘nrnulr\'lng It, and 1 locked
far it the other AI)' and 1 lost 1.

Q. —Can't you get o copy of 1t? AT think 1 will
be able to,

Q.—~Then you don't think thut there s any ne-
ceRsity of t tax_revision that Is ro?onef! 1 he
done by the Tax Revision Commisslon? A1 be-
leve, Mr. Moss, that the moneyed Interests of this
Btute will not permit a revislon of the Personal Tax

sessed, who have appealed to you to use your judg-
ment In relleving them of thelr assesaments, and
you having refused to do tha! they have appanled
10 the vourts? A —Not yet. the time begins from
the 18t of July, and you are giving them all this be-
fore they begin It

Q. —You anticlpate 11?7 A.=I do.

TEN THOUSAND PROTESTS.

Q. —~Why do you antlcipate 1t? A —Necessarily
whore an inerease han heen made there are people
in the city of New-York that will question our

Q. —~Have ten thousand applications for reductlon

more than about 100 per cent more than Is always
fled,

Q.—And do 1 understand you to say you have de-
nied the npplications generally? A.—Yes, sir.

Q.~Have you dented them all? A.—No.

Q. —Whnat proportion of them have you granted?
A.—0h, 1 couldn’t tell you now.

@.—But you say mainly they have been denled?
A —Yeou >

Q.—And then, of course, you antlcipate that they

Tax Department, which you do not care to state
here, in the levying of assorsments, taxable value, |
you dare not state them or do not care to llalei
them for fear the statement of those facts will
nssist property owners to secure a reductlon of‘
thelr assessmenta in the courts? A.—-No.

Q.—Then what Is It that you are afrald of or do
not care to tell? A~I do not care ahout belng |
able to tell every one, and especially this odd num-
ber of prominent lawyers, exactly what our testl- |
mony 18 golng to be when wo meet them In the

tribunal that has to determine this matter. |

away? A.—You are procesding upon that line.
Q. ~You have, before you were examined-you be

generally upon an examination, upon the ground
that nearly ten thousand people are appealing to |
the courts to be relleved of their assessments? A.— |

velleve to be unfalr assesaments, and you have ob-
jected to an examination for fear it would give
them testimony upon which they can get a reduc-
tlon. Now, Mr. Feltner, If thers Is— A, (Inter-
rupting)--You have an advantage. You have us at
an advantage,

Q.—~Walt & moment, T haven't finlahed my guess

| Mr.

0 L000,000 1n real estate in the Borough of JMade
hattan? A.—We claim that there ts that value
Q.—No, that fg no. the questlon.  Answer my
question. Was that $X7.000,000 based upon an ase
sumed boom In the values of real estate? A =N
—It was not? A.—No boom
—YWas there an inerease in values ever 1588 of
0000007 A =1 ean't gay ahout that
Q.—What was It, then? A.—A cunsiderable in=
ercase.
Q.—There had been a conslderabls (ncrease hut,
Witness, If there had been an increase i€
would affect property on the same street sbout

| the same way, would li—in the same sirect on

the same block, wonld feel the [nerease about

th, and it s the custom of the chai : Th h th
g f e of the committees to call th * chairmen seemed 10 make a point oI} It yesterday— right. iere are ten thousand applications filed, ; e At
| oould use those roof fire-escapes are the people that | whenever there |k a hearin T!h?uTT;“t:i.e i:‘rﬁi:‘hur | Mr. Moss—Oh, | asked you n question—that was | and we are derying almost avery one. Q.—I am not asking you to glve your testimony rtr:::ruomtely'r I--'I'Mt depends upon clreums

Q~—Yes: oh, of course; Lut we are speaking i
general terms? A —Well, 1 am speaking (n ged=

' gallery stand, k}:n'\:'o ;uh:;g 1 w;ntlhn the I.Tp;urrmpnl. on an eatate | of asscpsments been flled with you? A.—About A : . 4 e B ing 1o e
2 00 (00, an at went into court; and they | that gan to protest agalnst the questions asked Mr, | eral terms, foo; wou epend upon the elrow
) Q.—~In there any brick wall separating the audi- 'w'uer. all determiined to be non-resldents. That | . ; . slANCES,
the reason he was not on the ol 8h ihat there | Q—About ten thousand? A.—That {8 not much Sheehy, and you have to-day renewed your protest | g Tl pight,  Everybody knows what the truth

s upon the matters of generu! matters, and 1 suge
t to you that you have nothing to loss by give

g us your frank opinion—nothing at all to Imw‘:
as

[ It 1s covered with u soft— FOR 8MOTHERING HIS RESOLUTION ey Koy “detective. 1 apoke only of the system | @=That Is. it is twice as many as ordinarily? and s0, just to give you an opportunity, I will

& Wi, -

o Qlwith what substance? A1t s like tar cov- Ellas Goodman, recalied. in the State. not of the aystem of the ety of New- | A.—Twice ns many as ordinarily, and mainly in the No, 1 don’t say that. the question again, (n order that you may do credit

e AR et s et s, e, | e T S 1 i Bonais | Borough of Masbatian FEELS AT A DISADVANTAGE | 18 Jourself not with aay Slevontion o fonct,df
Bt & R AT A e, DAt ter. bt B o :lg_lmlzalllt’o:l:ﬁr hever moted on | Washington, saying that our system of taxation in Q.—Mainly In the Borough of Manhattan, Is Q.—A large number? A —There may not be a If property I8 incrensed in value in a certain 1=
Q.~1p there a tin roof there? A —Yes, sir. Q —Have you called their atientlon to the matter N&‘}.vﬁrott‘-—lpfu:r:t;l'el‘lxr%-‘dig :O:I rr‘:\‘::ll:: those let ‘ SIS MINIEUPI I BT SR S SIOSTEN [l Ahouskng. oo %’ ml"l‘ ""a"ill (o I T s
Q.—A tin r0f with sheet tar on 1t? A —Yes, which was ‘adopted and referred to them? A '} | tersd A —That letter eame from the Statistleal | Ao YeH we dont look after any on persboal. Q.—That some are golng to appenl from what they A—No, T .t%tln:“n;t.' sk ol o it

DUE TO EQUALIZATION

Q.—All right, It you are wsatisficd with thnn’la
Waen't a large part of that K0T00000 abtal
through the necessity of equulization —equalaing
between New-York and the boroughs? {8

Q.—'That was n sort of artificlul necessity, wasn t
1?7 A.~No, not artificlal.

Q.~It was then a real necessity, but it didn't
upon values, as did the requirement 19

#ir, ng that this wae sidetracked and other matters | 19w, That comes to me ’ tlon, If there (8 testimony of truth, which 1 assume proceed
4 pushed forward, ME. Boss—That Js Mot (he poIn experience, will nppeal to th f Hef? A— ; . u Jupon. .
s & o . : point. o courts for rellef? A.—Yes 1s the only kind of testimony you would give, th ualize? A ~It was a legal condition
) mmt ON NOT ALLOWED, i %hﬂ:& neglected matigr: you Feferred to this us | The ChalrmanThat is not the questton. ] Q.—You have no doubt of the fairness or justica | would assist one taxpayer to get a Muﬂf“ - h:: ‘M._.::m‘. charter ml;. d you o equalize betwesd
s . x e llowis " — I

00001 &, unabls, Me. Chalrman, to e mare | QWhAt was the matier (hag was pushed for- | Q-1 sked you an open aid falc tuestion—do | N iy B QJour ANo e of truth be. | A38€Ament, why should you conceal It for & min- | equalise? A—~The values between the different
fire hv.‘m.u.: qli' the :tlun! to allow any of our | b,:.u.‘_\, ~~The East- River Eridgs project. or m‘\{::'"“dlml"}:r:i:‘?rﬂsx:\l'lﬂr‘;;-da revision? A.—T he. | fore the court, have you? A.—No y sho “ | ute? A1 do not, and will give It to him freely at "‘g“" hﬂ"' A4 they vary? A.—~They varled very

ves Lo Inspeot the buflding. | @~Tho point that you made in the Hoard o B = And the tax system whi —You have no doubt that truth in a tax matter | the proper time. . o i

- . 4 ~: hich ¥ - T
rman—Is there not a detalled description | Aldermen was that a bridge matter, *hat Is a n,.o! State wystem, but, l’r‘.‘;'""."uf".?u‘-’-‘éni?fiﬁ '.3, 'ﬁ_‘ﬁ'_‘ will prevall In the courtn as well as in any other | Q. —Why should you refuse to do It now, when "‘“f_*}nw, In what way? A.-—Some are lower

| ;;;uml.:uellnn of the bullding In the Bullding
, Moas—The record in the Bullding Department

were. thay

lution tending to secure the construction of a great
was

public improvement over the
progressed-—

5 East  River,
A~Wan progressed.

here

York Clty, It needs revision? A —Yew
Q.—1 don't think we disngree?

it misunderstood; that ia ell. One of the newspaper

GOOD LAWS NULLIFIED,

A.~I don't want |

matter, have you? A.—Ax a lawyer, [ know that
when you gilve your whole alde to the other side

before you go Into court they have an advantage

those

we nre Investigating? A.—~Because——

Q. —Mr, Feltner, allow me further. If you have |

haven't any with me now. |

and some are higher,
 —H! In what way?® A --In valuation,
“You mean In the proportionate assessments?

|
1s Dot As detalled &k it might be. Thére Are plans While this resolution, W o} bee
5 - 8 re , which was designed to | boys ealled my attention that 1 had =ald | P teiionay WHisk Would mable & slngle tasparer | AEes
-‘tgn were proposed. which pians are quite vo- r?ﬂl_we the property-owners from inemualitics and | 10 New-York City. | want that corractea. . oo S i ke et T Wl iy Meoutation ia | a0y hosursble court of this Miste to secure the | o QTR indrity Yor procecting ‘tpon &
m‘“ g mnn”.’ whmut" are- ?\ a0 r[f;ln‘thn was, nithough adopted, retarded? “?ﬂ—'\‘: !:;'Irh“ Is n Stato lnw, A.—A Btate Inw—as I | {nyolved as head of that b;mgth:m PRSINIE. U5 exerciee of the judgment of the court, a reduction ' e b .fm“!m, fbr m” e on—
may not have been carried out in the The Chatrman—One moment. T want 1t quist 4 Q.~Your reputation, of course; and you are anx- | of his taxes, I ask you now to produce it? A.—I e on Dave B0 FIRE (0 Vo o
t

m; those plans

;'&,5.?
.

=¥
X Pl

E

W provad by Mr. Brady.
P‘nmmmm- hout bis pproval and |

Gentlemen golng out will go out tly.
' ﬂe in the rgnra. ey

Is too mich no ~Ang, Mr. Feitner, th TRy, a8 met SiL 48 1hs Wes e
oo nclielln the eBom e vuy e, | TG0 Tltner, the whole business ot taxa. | fented aiFly &5 notall (6 tne aldavancigdiouk | _Q=Whet e It hat you teld me whout, thent A, -

fous tc malntain (hat n;uutiun by beating

sults, the case
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